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Minutes of the April 26, 2012 meeting held  at flotilla  headquarters, which was preceded by a potluck supper @ 1800. 
Members present: Bob VanHerpe, David Siesel, Garth Dudley, Shirley Dudley, Roz Butziger, Nick Butziger, Mike Quinn, Irving Wood, Gary Davis, Enid Pardi, Bob Pardi, Tom Wilcox, Debbie Pass, Charles Jenison, Paul Marcaccio, Joyce Scotto, Don Anderson, Debbie Anderson.
Guests:  Troo Trucker, Margaret Rosera, Glen Rosera, Barbara Morphis,  Barry Morphis, Kathryn Quinn, Steven Quinn.
Meeting called to order @ 1908.
Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence for departed members

Motion :  Accept the minutes of the 2/23/12  meeting as e-mailed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Accepted as presented.

(FC)  Flotilla Commander’s Report:

Awards given to: Bob Van Herpe, Roz Butziger, Gary Davis, Garth Dudley, Shirley Dudley, 

3 awards to David Siesel;  3 awards to Mike Quinn;  3 awards to Nick Butziger;   4 awards to Irving Wood.

 District awards were also handed out to Phil Cox,  and Derek Robert.
 (VFC)  Vice Flotilla Commander’s Report:
Division meeting was held on 4/17 with good attendance.  There was a discussion of dues – see Finance Report.
Staff Reports:

(PE) Public Education:   20 students graduated  BS&S this past session.  Roz thanked all of the members who proctored, taught, greeted, set up coffee and cleaned up.  If anyone can help Nick – in any way - with the advanced navigation classes still being held,  he would greatly appreciate it.
(PA) Public Affairs:  No Report
(VE) Vessel Examination: There are currently 18 members in the VE program.   Derek and Charlie offered to “walk the docks” with folks interested in learning how to become a VE, then help them prepare to take the test.    A suggestion was made to ask members who belong to a yacht club if their club would like to set up a VE Day at their clubs.
(PV) Marine Dealer Visitation:   Congratulations to David Siesel who has been appointed Division PV Officer.  David explained how this program works and emphasized that we need to be more creative in reaching out to the marinas and businesses such as Benny’s.  If you are interested in “adopting” a store,   please e-mail David. 
(OP) Operations: Nick discussed the America’s Cup Races.    There will be8 – 12 minute races during which time areas of the bay will be essentially shut down.  It might be best to review the races from a prime shore spot.  “On shore” help is needed when the Eagle is anchored in Newport.  
(MS) Marine Safety:  Classes are being put together for Assistant Pollution Responders program.    If you are interested in this program contact Gary Davis.
(NS) Navigation Systems: Mike Quinn talked about the Private Aids to Navigation program, including chart updates of Narragansett Bay and Block Island, checking the bridge lights etc.  Mike goes out on ATON   patrols every Wednesday night during the season – contact Mike if you would like to join him on these patrols.       There will be WebEx Navigation Training on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month –  here are currently 25 seats available for this training.    There are 197 aids to check this year.

(PS) Personal Services:   No Report
Membership Training:  Nick described using VHF boat radio and hooking it to your GPS system.  He reminded everyone - If you have an MMSI # on your radio and you sell your boat,  keep your radio!
Communications:   No Report
(MA) Materials   /    (IS) Information Systems:   No Report
(CS) Communication Services/ Flotilla Website:   Mike spends a lot of time keeping the website updated  -  to see what’s happening go to:   northstarflotilla.com  for ANY information you might need,   to view upcoming events,  and especially to REPORT YOUR ACTIVITY.
(FN) Finance:  Dues procedures are changing.   This year the absolute drop date that dues need to be paid is September 15.   Dues are $55.00 for individuals and $85.00 for couples. Late fees will be $10.00 per person after September 15.   Please send your dues to Garth ASAP,  don’t wait until the last minute.   Garth will be sending bills to each person soon.
Quartermasters:  assign members to check building before events & meetings

Social Coordinator:    No Report
Safe Boating Day:   Date in June TBD
(IPFC) Immediate Past Flotilla Commander comments:  No Report
Outside Elected or Staff Officers:  None present
(Vice DCDR if present):  Not present
Old Business:  Mike is working on getting the moorings repaired and installed.  Both moorings need to be installed by May 31.
New Business: 1 - A VE day in June will be scheduled soon.   2 -  There sill be a free 4 hour CPR course given by Coventry Firefighters Thursday May 17th @  1800.    3 - The standing rules need to be updated.  Our flotilla abides by Coast Guard regulations.  Don Anderson made a motion to accept the standing rules.  Roz Butziger seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  # if votes needed to achieve the 2/3 majority will be handled electronically.    4 – Mike made a motion to have a professional service the moorings to avoid wear and tear on our boats.  Bob Pardi seconded the motion.  Discussion followed – boats currently being used for this are sustaining some damage  putting the moorings in and pulling them out.   Estimated cost to hire someone is $120.00.    Motion was tabled until next meeting when we will get more accurate pricing.
Good of the Auxiliary:   A heartfelt Thank You to Roz for conducting a successful PE course once again!!
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned @ 2116.
Respectfully submitted,

Debra Anderson
